The Sound System of the Tocharian languages

A) The vowel system:

a) Plain vowels:

sync. ? u ?
A J—
unsync. a a a m u (u)
Proto-Toch. a a ® a 0] u (u)
phonol. a a e o m u (u)
B unacc. a a e o m u (u)
acc. a a e o i T u u
b) Diphthongs:
sync. ? ? ? ?
A
unsync. i e u o]
Proto-Toch. ai ai & ai au au e au
phonol. ai al el oi au au eu ou
B MQ i ay,ai(y) ey,ei oy,oi i aw,au(w) ew,eu | ow,ou
normal i ai u au
c¢) Derivation from Proto-1.E.:
Proto-1.E. r ! m n e| o 0| a5 | @ aff i |1 u
Pre-Proto-Toch. ar al am an e| o a a a D [ i u
non-pal. a | a | am | an ® a al alji u
Proto-Toch.
pal. ®




B) The consonant system:

a) Consonant inventory:

A kw) || k | 8| ts|t|c|s|sfplm| n|ny]r I ly y
Proto-Toch. Rl kel clefels|s]p|mfn|alrft|[T]|i

normal kw k |§|ts|t|lc|s|sfp|lm| n|ny]r I ly y
® sec.pal. ky tsy py || my ry

b) Derivation of stops (voiceless aspirates ignored): Model 1): Split of dentals by contact assibilation (Toch. ts < *t,d,d")

Proto-1.E. g | g | K gloglg"|g| k| k || E|d?|t]| d|d b"| p
g | g | K glag|lg"|g| k| k || dz|dz|ts| d |[d b"| p
kK" | g” k" Kk’ g k c|lgfc| tt]d b| p
Pre-Proto-Toch.
kK" | g” k" Kk g k c|lgfc| >|d]t b| p
Kk K" K k c’ c ° t
non-pal. K" k ts # t p
Proto-Toch.
pal. cv ¢ ¢ p

c) Derivation of stops (voiceless aspirates ignored)

: Model 2): Split of dentals by spontaneous assibilation (Toch. ts < *d" only)

Proto-I.E. g¥ [ g™ | K glogld|g| k| k d|d| t |[b[b|p
kK | g K" g k t|d]| t ||p°|b]|Pp
Pre-Proto-Toch. k" | g” k" g k 13| t ([p|b]| P
K" k 1]t p
non-pal. kY k #|lc| t p
Proto-Toch.
pal cw c Iod py
d) Derivation of stops (voiceless aspirates ignored): Model 3): Same, with early palatalization
Post-Proto-1.E. || g" [ g™ |K*[| " |g™ [ K" |[g| g |g"|a"| k| k|g|g |[d"|g"|Kk |k |[d|d]|t|d]d b " |p ||
k’w gWh kW ’CJN j/w ’CW g k km gv ky tm d; ty ta d pay b: p
Pre-Proto-Toch.
k’w gWh kW ’CJN j/w ’CW g k km gv ky kay d; ty 9 3 pay b: p
Proto-Toch. K" cv k c ¢ e p ||




€) Proto-Tocharian palatalization ('ae < e vs. &< 0):

A & ca| sa|f fia fflyaf ra| ma pa wa ya
B S ce || se || fie | lye]l re |l me pe ye ye
Proto-Toch. c(")'ee Cee Cee| See| nee | I'ae |[rae|| mee pee wae ice
g"e|g'e|ke|| Ge| Ge | Ke |[de|| de|l te || se || ne || le || re || me || b"e |be|pe| ue | ie | #e
Proto-1.E. -
g""o|g*e|k"o|| G'o| Ge | Ko || d"o|f do |l to || so || no |[ lo || ro || mo || b0 |bo|po|f uo [ io
Proto-Toch. k"ae ke ce|l e |l tee || see|| nee |l lee || ree|| mee pee wee || yee|| e
B kwe ke tse| e[ te || se || ne [ le || re | me pe we || yell e
A kwa ka tsall altal saf naj la]| raj ma pa wa ||yal a
f) Proto-Tocharian palatalization (4 < ¢ < evs. & < g):
A &4 ca| saff fafllyaf ra| ma pa wa ya
B &4 call saf fafflyajjral ma pa ya ya
Proto-Toch. c(Mya ca cajsa|naff rafraf ma p'a wa ia
g""e|ge|ke|| G'e| Ge | Ke |[de| de |l te || se || ne || le || re || me |[ b’ [be|pe| ue | ie | #e
Proto-1.E. =
g5 |g"%|k |G| Ge| Ko || dbfldofl to | || me |l |ref m | by |b|m| w i |#*%
Proto-Toch. k"a ka ca ta |l sa|lnafflafraf mi pa wa ||yal a
B kwa ka tsajlajjtallsaffnaj la|raj ma pa wa ||yal a
A kwa ka tsajl ajjtallsaffndaj la]|raj ma pa wa ||yal a




