THE FACULTY

Dean: Professor Robert Welch, BA MA PhD FEA  

The Faculty of Arts operates across three of the University’s campuses: Magee, Coleraine, and Belfast.  The academic work of the Faculty is located in four Schools:

	· Art and Design
	· Languages and Literature

	· History and International Affairs
	· Media and Performing Arts


The School of Art and Design is very large, with a concentration at the Belfast campus in the Cathedral Quarter, where it is a centre of creativity and creative making.  It also has courses at the Magee campus, where it is based in the new Centre for Creative and Performing Arts, which opened in 2003 in the old Foyle Arts Building, specifically acquired by the University to house this development.  The Centre brings together, for the first time on the island of Ireland, Drama, Music, Design, and Dance, the latter a new programme established with the support of the Arts Council of Northern Ireland.

History and International Affairs operates at Coleraine (where the main History activity is concentrated), and at Magee (where it runs a very successful Master’s programme in Peace and Conflict Studies).

Languages and Literature is concentrated at Coleraine and Magee.  Programmes include the recently consolidated and strengthened English undergraduate programme at Coleraine which involves a writing, editing and publishing strand; many language programmes at all levels in French, German, Spanish and Irish; and collaborations with Media and Performing Arts in new undergraduate programmes in Film Studies and Journalism which began in 2004.

Media and Performing Arts operates at Coleraine and Magee campuses.  It houses very successful Media Studies and Media Arts programmes at undergraduate level, at Coleraine, and participates in programmes in Journalism and Film Studies.  At Magee there are the Performing Arts programmes at the Centre for Creative and Performing Arts in Dance, Music, and Drama.

The Faculty is one that has undergone profound and, we believe, positive change in the last number of years as it re-aligned its courses to make them more relevant to our operating environment and more exciting in themselves.

The Faculty has around 3000 students (including some 120 research students and 250 taught postgraduates) and approximately 170 full-time staff.

Postgraduate Taught Programmes

The Faculty operates highly successful MAs in Fine and Applied Arts, Design, Irish Literature in English, Irish Cultural Heritages, Verbal and Creative Arts, Film and Television Production, International Media Studies, Peace and Conflict Studies, and more.  There is also an MSc in Future Communication Design and an MFA in Fine Art.  These programmes are keyed to the Faculty’s Research strengths.

Research

Research within the Faculty is organised and managed through recognised Units which map into the Higher Education Funding Council’s Units of Assessment.  These are:

	· History
	· Irish

	· English
	· Art and Design

	· French
	· Spanish

	· German
	· Media Studies

	· Drama
	· Music


Each Unit has a co-ordinator, who has responsibility for the management of the Unit’s activities, including the setting of the Unit’s strategic objectives and the management of its financial support.

Research in the Faculty is vibrant:  we scored a 5* in Irish and Celtic Studies; a 5 in Art and Design;   4 in History, English, Media Studies and French; 3a in German, Music and Drama.  We have established, with £3.5 m external funding, the Academy for Irish Cultural Heritages at Magee, bringing together research into Celtic Studies, History, English, Music, European Studies in various groupings and projects.  At Magee also we have the Institute for Ulster-Scots Studies, funded by the Ulster-Scots Agency.  At York Street Interface is a research project in Art, Textiles, Technology and Design established with an input of £9.1m external funding; and at Coleraine, The Centre for Media Research brought in £3.1m external funding.  With £.25m won for Dance, and with other external funding successes we have drawn into the Faculty some £20m of external funding since 2000.

In preparation for RAE
 2007/08 the University has re-inforced its policy of selectivity by creating 13 Research Institutes to which will be devoted the great bulk of research funding.  We have four of these in Arts: 

Academy for Irish Cultural Heritages

Art and Design

Media Studies

Irish and Celtic Studies

Each of these will be led by a Director and will provide support for key researchers in these areas.  Strong researchers outside these areas will also be supported.

Cultural Development

An important development in the Faculty, and an engine for some parts of our recent funding successes, is Cultural Development, a department within the Faculty, dedicated to being a bridgehead between the Faculty’s creative resource and the community, both regional and global.

