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New Prospects in the Study of Old Georgian Palimpsests

Jost Gippert, Frankfurt / Main

In the study of the written traditions of the Caucasus, palimpsest manuscripts play an outstanding
role as they have, in their lower layers, in many cases preserved the most ancient texts or text
versions that have come down to us. This is especially true for the Old Georgian tradition as most
of the texts of the so-called Khanmeti and Haemeti periods are only available as underwritings in
parchment palimpsests. A very important example of this has only recently been published,! viz.
the famous Codex Vindobonensis georgicus 2 of the Austrian National Library, Vienna, which
contains fragments of six different Khanmeti manuscripts comprising Biblical texts from the New
and Old Testaments as well as hagiographical texts. The edition project, which was kindly
supported by the Volkswagenstiftung, Germany, has greatly profited from the adaptation of new
technology to enhance the readability of the erased or washed out lower script. The same
technology, which consists in multispectral digitized imaging,? has also been successfully applied
in the preparation of the editio princeps of the “Albanian” palimpsests uncovered in St. Catherine’s
Monastery on Mt. Sinai.®

The National Centre of Manuscripts in Thilisi hosts a huge collection of Old Georgian
manuscripts that are palimpsests (all in all more than 4500 manuscript leaves),* among them the
Khanmeti and Haemeti palimpsests S-3902, H-999, A-89, A-844, and H-1329. Only in very few
cases, the lower layers of these invaluable codexes have been accessible for reading so far, and
only a handful of editions have been published. In the course of an international partnership project
which has just started,® the new technology is to be applied to these palimpsests to overcome the
bad state of preservation of the lower layers and to thus achieve improved readings and more
reliable interpretations of the texts they conceal. The present paper addresses the prospects of using
the multispectral imaging system (MuSIS) for a thorough investigation of one of the most ancient
palimpsests of the Thilisi collection, based on test runs undertaken by the project members® in the
National Centre in 2007.

As is well known, the XIV"-XV'" century lectionary manuscript S-39027 comprises in its
lower layer the fragments of a Khanmeti Mravaltavi dated to ca. the VIII™ century, written in
Asomtavruli letters.® A first attempt at editing these fragments was undertaken by Akaki Shanidze
as early as 1927.° Depending on the readability of the lower script, the amount of text Shanidze
was able to restore varies considerably from page to page; in some cases, it is but a few characters

1 Cf. The Old Georgian Palimpsest Codex Vindob. georg. 2, edited by J. Gippert in co-operation with L. Kajaia and
Z. Sarjveladze, Turnhout 2007 (Monumenta Palaeographica Medii Aevi, Series ibero-caucasica, 1).
2 For a description of the imaging technique cf. J. Gippert, The Application of Multispectral Imaging in the Study of
Caucasian Palimpsests, Bulletin of the Georgian National Academy of Sciences / lsJo®mggarml 89360960 9dsms
900369@0 sgogdools dmsddg 175/ 1, 2007, p. 168-179.
3 Cf. The Caucasian Albanian Palimpsests of Mt. Sinai, edited by J. Gippert, W. Schulze, Z. Aleksidze and J.-P. Mahé,
Turnhout 2008 (Monumenta Palaeographica Medii Aevi, Series ibero-caucasica, 2).
4 A complete list of the palimpsest leaves in the A, H, Q, S, and Svanetian collections housed in the Centre was
prepared by L. Kajaia in 2007.
% The project, which is again kindly supported by the Volkswagenstiftung, is scheduled for a period of three years; the
partners are the University of Frankfurt (J. Gippert, M. Tandashvili), the National Centre of Manuscripts, Thilisi (Z.
Aleksidze, L. Kajaia, K. Asatiani, D. Chitunashvili, N. Chantladze), and the Scientific Laboratory “Orioni” at the I.
Javakhishvili State University of Thilisi (D. Tvaltvadze, E. Giunashvili, M. Machkhaneli, S. Sarjveladze).
® L. Kajaia, D. Tvaltvadze, S. Sardjveladze, G. Aleksidze and the present author.
" The lectionary represented in the upper layer of the manuscript is of the later (Byzantine) type, covering the Easter
Cycle. For a brief account of the manuscript cf. M. van Esbroeck, Les plus anciens homéliaires géorgiens: étude
descriptive et historique, Louvain 1975, p. 60-61.
8 For the second original manuscript contained in the palimpsest cf. below.
9 53530 dobodg, bobdg@o dMsgommsgo. dgogoliol 9boggdlodgdols dmsddyg / Bulletin de I'Université de
Tiflis 7, 1927, p. 98-159.
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per line that could be made out in his days. This is especially true for the homily on the “Envy of
the Pharisees” (go®olgggerms  dom  Iygdolomgl, relating to the passage bmeom
BoM0lgggerbo 030 2o8mgoEgl s bAsbgs-gg9L Jologl, Gsoms (o@{ydowmb ogo in
Mt. 12,14), which is usually ascribed to John Chrysostom (in the palimpsest, the author is simply
named om3sbg  g3oLgm3mbo, “John the Bishop™: f. 3vb, 1. 5). Besides the Khanmeti version
represented by the palimpsest, the homily is preserved in Old Georgian in the unpublished
Jerusalem manuscript Jer. 4 (no. 12: f. 65r-66v),'° as well as in two Greek, two Old Church
Slavonic, and one Coptic version.* Of the former, it is the text of the codex Ottobonianus graecus
14 of the Bibliotheca Apostolica Vaticana (f. 123-126v)*? which comes closest to the Khanmeti
text;™® together with the Old Church Slavonic version as represented in the famous Codex
Suprasliensis of the X" century** and, with minor deviations, in the so-called Uspenskij Sbornik
(XH-X111" century),'® it provides a good basis for reconstructing the Khanmeti text even where it
has been thoroughly erased in the palimpsest. Tables 1-4 below display the lower text of the recto
and verso of the original bifoliate consisting of fols. 2 and 71 of S-3902 as re-established now,
constrasted with Shanidze’s reading and collated with the other versions;!” in Appendix 1, a
diplomatic rendering of the reading®® is contrasted with a photo collage of the recto of the bifoliate,
consisting of 11 multispectral images.

Apart from the Khanmeti Mravaltavi, S-3902 comprises fragments of another manuscript
written in Asomtavruli script in its lower layer. This — hitherto unedited — manuscript, which can
hardly be dated earlier than the X" century, represents a lectionary with lectures from New
Testament books. Different from the Mravaltavi, the lines of the original manuscript were
overwritten horizontally in this case, which makes the reading more difficult here and there
although the letters have been preserved more clearly throughout than those of the Khanmeti
original. Another difference consists in the fact that the original pages were not large enough to
provide a bifoliate of the palimpsest; instead, the individual folios were re-used as such after
cutting off a considerable part of the lectionary text (ca. 2/3 of one of the two columns and ca. 5
of a total of 23 lines at the bottom). Nevertheless, the original text can be re-established with great
certainty even for the diminished columns. Tables 5-8 below display the lower text of fols. 49v
and 56r of S-3902 as re-established now, collated with the text of the Paris Lectionary®® and other

10 Cf. the catalogues by R.P. Blake, Revue de I'Orient Chrétien 23, 1922-23, p. 367, and 6. 3560, 0g@9logodols
b96dbgemo bads@@mosdJm Foablsgegol Jodmygmo bganbs§g@ol 8mgayg s@fgdommds, mdé. 1955, p. 48
(ms. 18, 12.).
11 Cf. Clavis Patrum Graecorum, cura et studio Mavritii Geerard, vol. 2: Ab Athanasio ad Chrysostomum, Turnhout
1974, p. 582, nr. 4640, where the Georgian Khanmeti version is not referred to explicitly. The Coptic text as
mentioned in the CPG has not been available to me yet, nor has the Old Georgian text of the Jerusalem manuscript.
12 The text as edited by M. Kapaldo is available via the facsimile edition of the Old Church Slavonic Codex
Suprasliensis by J. Zaimov and M. Kapaldo (Cynpacsiicku unu Petkos c6opuuk, T. 2, Codus 1983, p. 395-404).
13 The Greek text as printed in J.-P. Migne, Patrologia Graeco-Latina 61, 705-710 is a bit less close.
14 No. 35, p. 395-405 in the facsimile edition (cf. n. 12); cf. also the edition by S. Severjanov, Codex Suprasliensis,
vol. 2, St. Petersburg 1904 / Repr. Graz 1956, p. 395-405.
15 Cf. the edition by O.A. Kussesckas, B.I'. [lempsanos, M.B. Jlsnon nox pea. C.U. Kotkora, YcneHckuii cO0pHUK
XI1-XTII BB., Mocksa 1971, pp. 330-336.
16 Several different page numbering systems have been applied in the descriptions of S-3902: according to pages of
the upper layer, folios of the upper layer, and folios of the original manuscripts. The folios here adressed as 7r and 7v
represent pages 13 and 14 according to the first numbering method, fols. 2r and 2v, pages 3 and 4. For a rough survey
of the codicological structure cf. M. van Esbroeck, Homéliaires (cf. n. 10), p. 60.
17 For a similar treatment of the bifoliate comprising fols. 3 and 6 cf. J. Gippert, Losbergbo bobdgBmdowsb,
9600393609930l bsgombgdo 2009/1, gdmgbgds b. Lomxggensdol blimgbsl.
18 The marking system used here is that developed for the edition of the Vienna palimpsest (cf. n. 1), p. xxxv, except
for curly braces denoting reconstructed text passages, and angle brackets, restored abbreviations here.
19 Cf. the edition by 5. @sbganos, 3. Dog0dg0oaro, L. hbgbygeo, Jo@mmmo @gdigombs@ols 3s@obeao
bgebo{g®o (dggeo s sbogo semJdol Lsgombseggdo), @. 1/2, md. 1997,
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text versions;?® in Appendix 2, a diplomatic rendering of the reading of fol. 49v is contrasted with
a photo collage consisting of 8 multispectral images.

Fol. 56r comprises a lecture from the first chapter of St. Paul’s 2" Letter to the
Thessalonians, extending from (at least) verse 3 to verse 11. The lecture contained in fol. 49v is
from the 12" chapter of the Gospel of Luke, covering verses 33 to 43. In the Greek lectionaries of
the Byzantine rite, a comparable lecture from St. Paul’s Epistle is prescribed for the Monday of
the 25" week after Pentecost, here comprising verses 1 to 10, with the following verses up to ch.
2,2 being read on the following Tuesday. Among the lectures from the 12" chapter of St. Luke’s
Gospel, the most similar one (Lk. 12,32-40) is noted for the Saturday of the 28" week after
Pentecost. In contrast to this, the data of our palimpsest fragment agree better with what we find
in the Jerusalem type liturgies as represented by the Paris, Latal, and Kala lectionaries in the
Georgian tradition. Here, a lecture of 2.Thess. 1,1-12 is prescribed for the 10" November?! while
Lk. 12,32-44 is read on the 18" of the same month?2. Thus it is highly probable that the lectionary
overwritten in the palimpsest was of the Jerusalem type.?

Remarkable text variants not (to my knowledge) attested elsewhere are lobs®gdolsoms
instead of Lobog@gdolisoms (Gk. dyadwobdvng) in 2.Thess. 1,11; dmboo instead of 366 and
gmggemmsmgl instead of ymggeoms dods@o in Lk. 12,42; the omission of godls (with the
nominative form o9 Jero instead of the genitive ogJanolis(ls) following after dogdow) in LK.
12,43; and the singular expression bg@do® ogmls (dmbso) occurring twice in Lk. 12,37 and 38
instead of usual 6g@o® 0y3bgb (dmbobo; anticipation of Lk. 12,437). In Lk. 12,37, the palimpsest
text comes closest to the Adishi redaction in inserting gl g (Adishi gl@gm) after 3mgbgl ogobo
(anticipation of 3mgbgls gli®g(m) in Lk. 12,38?).

In Georgia, palimpsests are not only preserved in the National Centre of Manuscripts. A
few remarkable specimens are still kept, without any conservational support, in the villages of
Svanetia. A field trip to Mestia undertaken in August, 2007, provided the occasion for a first
inspection of the two palimpsest manuscripts of Kurashi and Lakhushdi.?* Both these palimpsests
contain texts written in Asomtavruli script in their lower layers; the exact scope and structure of
the underwritings could not be established yet, however, as there was no equipment other than a
plain digital camera available then. The few items that could be made out in the sample
photographs taken on the spot clearly show that we have to deal with fragments of lectionaries
here, too. In the Kurashi Gospels, we find, e.g., a heading (in red ink) relating to the
commemoration of St. Anthony on Jan. 17.2° Other passages that have been identified relate to
January services as well. This is especially true for the reading of Eph. 4,10-11 that can be detected
in the middle of the second column of f. 91r (cf. Image 1 below and the transcription attached to
it); according to the Jerusalem rite as represented in the Old Georgian lectionaries of Paris, Latal,
and Kala, a corresponding lecture (extending from Eph. 4,1-16) was prescribed for the 10
January.

20 For the Gospels, the text of the “Adishi” redaction, the “Protovulgate” and the “Athonite Vulgate” as established in
the  ARMAZI project  (cf. http://titus.fkidgl.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/etca/cauc/ageo/nt/adisnt/adisn.htm,
http://titus.fkidgl.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/etca/cauc/ageo/nt/cinant/cinan.htm, http://titus.fkidgl.uni-
frankfurt.de/texte/etca/cauc/ageo/nt/giornt/giorn.htm); for St. Paul’s Epistles, the text of the two redactions (AB and
CD) as edited by . do{gb0dg / 3. @sbgeos, 3ogagl g3ob@megms Jo@myamo ggdlbogoo, md. 1974
21 | ecture no. 1354 in the edition of the Paris lectionary by M. Tarchnischvili, Le grand lectionnaire de 1’Eglise de
Jérusalem, t. I-I1 (Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium, 188 / 189 and 204 / 205; Scriptores Iberici, 9 /
10 and 13/ 14), Louvain 1959-60.
22| _ecture no. 1371 ib.
23 Cf. also M. van Esbroeck, Homéliaires (cf. n. 10) for this assumption.
24 The field trip, which was part of the INTAS project “Critical Edition of the Old Georgian Versions of Matthew's
and Mark's Gospels - Catalogue of the Manuscripts Containing the Old Georgian Translation of the Gospels” (INTAS
ref. no. 05-1000008-8026), was jointly undertaken by D. Tvaltvadze, S. Sarjveladze, B. Outtier, and the present author.
25 Cf. The Caucasian Albanian Palimpsests of Mt. Sinai (cf. n. 3), vol. 1, p. 1-33 for a colour image and a transcription
of the passage in question. The heading equals that of the Paris lectionary (no. 145 in Tarchnischvili’s edition, cf. n.
21).
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Image 1: Kurashi Gospels, fol. 91r (extr.)
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A less clear case is the passage consisting of Jo. 1,32-34 which is likely to be concealed in the
verso of the same page (f. 91vb, cf. Image 2 below). This passage is not contained in any lecture
of the Jerusalem rite, Jo. 1,18-28 being the closest context available. As this latter is read on both
January 6™ and 12™2® the present passage might represent an extended lecture for one of these

days.

B "’f.‘-: :
Image 2: Kurashi Gospels, fol. 91v (extr.)
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Itis clear that all these questions can only be solved by applying special technology, given that the
lower layer of the Kurashi Gospels has been erased rigorously. The same holds true for the

%6 Cf. nos. 106 and 135 in Tarchnishvili’s edition (cf. n. 21). The Sinai lectionary ms. Sin.geo. 37 prescribes the reading

of Lk. 3,7-14 instead of Jo. 1,18-28 for Jan. 6™.



Lakhushdi codex, by itself a X11™" century lectionary manuscript written in Nuskha-Khutsuri script,
the lower layer of which seems to represent a lectionary for the weeks of Lent. This is well
suggested by its first folio which contains fragments of Job 1,1-22 as read on the first Sunday of
Lent in the Jerusalem rite;?” what we can make out is o [Lsgdgbo] Sgen[os] (Job 1,10) and
Jos@mse  dmges dobemmdgmso  dsmls (Job 1,14) in the two columns of fol. 2r and
{9os\dbmom ©s gimggms mmb\[ms gopglms benolisms s (Job 1,19) in the succeeding
column of the verso (2v). In the column facing this we can perceive, in red ink, the introduction of
ahymn (mbomse & g70 BT anog®gdcdo) matching the one prescribed in the Paris lectionary for
the morning service of the same day,?® then a psalm and a refrain (sl gdgaro), followed by the
heading for the Tuesday of the same week which announces a lecture from the book of Genesis
(p@glbs Loddsdombs Afmg\beo [ bsgombsogo] @ 6 © dol™e), possibly Gen. 25,11-26,25
as read on that day according to the Jerusalem rite?® (cf. Image 3 below). A few lines further down,
another lecture from Job is introduced (b" lsgombogo : omdolo), most probably Job 2,1-3,26 as
in the Paris lectionary.*
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Image 3: Lakhushdi Lectlonary foI 2v

Other elements are less easy to account for. This is true, e.g., for the passage 3mg®osms Il o’
Jomd\gos dogd Lmggeolbs doban\[mdgarswe] from Jo. 11,54, which is discernible in the
bottom of fol. 7v; it might pertain to the last Gospel reading of the Lenten season proper (Saturday
of the 6™ week) but this would presuppose an extension in comparison with the Paris lectionary
where the respective lecture begins only with Jo. 11,553 The passage [Logdm]dso
9am503G0bse dmdm@o @ ero [3mTdod] mmygappearing on fol. 12v obviously pertains to Deut.
28,60 but there seems no lecture from that chapter of Deuteronomy to have been read in the
Jerusalem rite. The same is true for Act. 26,16 which may be represented in the passage ¢9®3mo
[dgblors B> @™ sdobmemgl gg[bNmggbs] appearing in the first column of fol. 7v.

Thus, lots of riddles remain to be solved in the investigation of these highly important
palimpsests. We do hope that the palimpsest project which has just started will give us an
opportunity to re-examine these codexes and to achieve new insights.

2" No. 334 in Tarchnishvili’s edition (cf. n. 21).

28 Cf. nos. 331 and 336 in Tarchnishvili’s edition (cf. n. 21).
29 Cf. no. 337 in Tarchnishvili’s edition (cf. n. 21).

%0 No. 339 in Tarchnishvili’s edition (cf. n. 21).

31 No. 574 in Tarchnishvili’s edition (cf. n. 21).
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Appendix 1: Fol. 7r-2v
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