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Jost Gippert

New Manuscript Finds in St. Catherine’s Monastery
Part II

Among the unidentified fragments of the New Collection of Georgian
manuscripts in St. Catherine’s Monastery', Biblical passages are not only
found written in Asomtavruli script. The two sides of the Nuskha-Khutsuri
Fragm. I displayed in Images 1a and b clearly represent passages from Ps.
117, viz. verses 10-11 and 19-22, their sequence determining the recto and
verso. And again, we may wonder whether the original they derive from
was a lectionary manuscript or not. It would be surprising, however, to
find a larger sequence of verses pertaining to the same psalm written in
full in a lectionary. Instead, the fragment will rather pertain to a Psalter
manuscript, and N 82 of the New Collection would be a good candidate
for this as its catalogued remnants begin with Ps. 118,3.2

Fragm. J, also written in Nuskha-Khutsuri minuscules (cf. Images 2a
and b), is a bit more difficult to account for. The main part of the text it
contains is from Ex. 2, with verses 11-15 (on the recto) and verse 22 (on the
verso) clearly representing a continuous passage. On line 7 of the verso,
however, another text passage begins; what we can make out is likely to
pertain to the book of Job, the text passage in question being either 1,6-8 or
2,1-3, with a priority for the former as it contains the word g«qgs6s (of Job

' Cf. Part I of the present article for a survey of the Georgian fragments
here dealt with.

? Cf. the image of fol. 1r of N 82 printed in the catalogue by Z. Aleksidze
(®. semgdbodg), M. Shanidze (3. 3060d3), L. Khevsuriani (¢m. bg3bansbo)
and M. Kavtaria (8. Jogostins), Katalogo~ gewrgianwn ceirografwn
euregentwn kata to 1975 ei~ thn ieran monhn tou geobadistou orou~
Sina Agia~ Aikaterinh~ / bobob 8os%g 68. 9358960bgb 8mbsliBgmdo
1975 bgcnl odmBgbocn Jomormm bgenbsbgmos smbgmoenmds / Catalogue
of Georgian Manuscripts Discovered in 1975 at St. Catherine’s Monastery on
Mount Sinai, (Aghna / s;gbo / Athens 2005), p. 603.
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1,7) discernible in line 10 of the fragment. It is clear by this that we have a
lectionary manuscript here, with the lecture titles missing. As a matter of
fact, all passages in question (Ex. 2,11-22, Job 1,6-8 and 2,1-3) figure in both
the Jerusalem and the Byzantine lectionaries; in none of them the passage
from Exodus is immediately followed by Job 1, however (in the Byzantine
rite, Job 1,1-12 follows Ex. 1,1-20 on Holy Monday, and Ex. 2,11-22 is fol-
lowed by Job 2,1-10 on Holy Wednesday; the Jerusalem lectionaries have

Img. 2a (Fragm. Jr) Img. 2b (Fragm. Jv)
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Ex. 1,1-2,22 on the Wednesday of the first week of Lent, and Job 1,1-22 and
2,1-3,26 on the Sunday and Tuesday before that).? The actual provenance
of Fragm. J thus remains open.
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Img. 4a (Fragm. Lr) Img. 4b (Fragm. Lv)

* Nos. 342, 334 and 339 in M. Tarchnischvili, Le grand lectionnaire de I'église
de Jérusalem, [édition], t. I (Louvain 1959), t. I, p. 53-54.
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Even for non-Biblical fragments, an identification may be possible,
provided a sufficient amount of text has been preserved on them. This
is true, e.g., for Fragm. K displayed in Images 3a and b, which contains
a passage from the Life of St. Euthymius, one of the Vitae authored by
Cyril of Scythopolis.* Together with some other fragments, among them
the badly burnt Fragm. A (cf. Part I, Img. 1),° it can be proven to pertain to
N 94 of the New Collection, a set of two folios which in their turn are likely
to derive from the original catalogued as no. 43 in the Old Collection;® cp.
fols. 1v-2r of N 94 as displayed in the Catalogue, p. 615.

Another remarkable fragment containing non-Biblical text is Fragm.
L (Images 4a and b), obviously a palimpsest. By all its outer appearance, it
resembles manuscript N 71 of the New Collection, one of the manuscripts
attributed to Ioane Zosime.” In the given case, it is not only the hand of the
famous copyist that can be identified (cf. the facsimile of fol. 6v-7r in the
Catalogue, p. 592) but also the script of the Syro-Palestinian underwriting.®
However, the upper text appearing on Fragm. K does not match the lecture
index contained in N 71. What we have here instead is a passage from the
letter of Cyril of Jerusalem to Emperor Constantine relating the Invention
of the Holy Cross. If we consider that in the services of the Jerusalem rite,
this letter is one of the few non-Biblical lectures (figuring on the 7™ May,
the day devoted to the Holy Cross), its appearance in a lectionary-like
environment is less astonishing, just as it was printed as an appendix,
together with the lecture index of Sinai O 37, in M. Tarchnischvili’s edition
of the Paris Lectionary.® In quite the same way, loane Zosime may have

The Georgian version has been edited by V. Imnaishvili on the basis of
ms. Add. 11281 of the British Library in the collection entitled dsdsor
(36mF98560 (dorabo, 1975); the text passage present on Fragm. K corre-
sponds to p. 118, 1l. 1-3 and 6-9 of the edited text. Note that the fragment
matches the text of the British manuscript in spelling bs3moo instead of
bobmoo (Kr, 1. 3 from bottom).

> Fragm. A corresponds to p. 146, 1l. 15-17 of the printed text.

¢ Cf. the Catalogue, p. 155-156 / 308 / 435.

7 Cf. the Catalogue, p. 136-137 / 297-298 / 424-425.

8 (Cf. Part I, note 31.

° Tarchnischvili, Lectionnaire [édition], t. II (Louvain 1960), p. 144-150
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added the “exceptional” lecture to his lecture index.

There is at least one fragment that contains ascetic material, a topic
that is typical for the Sinai environment. This is Fragm. M displayed in
Images 5a and b. The few words visible on it, written in a clumsy hand,
clearly pertain to the 4™ letter of St. Anthony, the Georgian version of
which has been preserved in toto in two Sinai mss. of the Old Collection
(O 25 and 35). However, the present fragment derives not from one of
these two codices but from a manuscript of the New Collection, viz. N 13
which contains the larger part of the “Albanian” palimpsest. And indeed,
Fragm. M can be proven to have been dissolved from fol. 106, one of the
most damaged folios of N 13 which, in its underwriting, contains the “Al-
banian” text of Lk. 1,61-64 on its verso and 1,78-80 on its recto.'® As Images
6a and b show, the underwriting of fol. 106r comprises about 9 lines, with
the upper layer covering it turned by 90 degrees. As the reconstruction of
the upper text in Tab. 1a and b proves, Fragm. M continues the upper part
of fol. 106 (cf. Img. 7 showing the fragment attached at the correct place),
and it must have borne an underwriting corresponding to Lk. 1,66-67 on
its recto and 1,73-74 on its verso, two passages that had to be omitted in
the edition for lack of evidence (cf. Tab. 2 showing the text layout of fols.
105v and 106r of the palimpsest)™. Unfortunately, there was no multispec-
tral equipment available on Mt. Sinai when Fragm. M (and the other ones
here analysed) were inspected in May, 2009; the decipherment of its lower
text thus requires further studies.

(App. 1la); the passage present on Fragm. L corresponds to paragraphs
3-5 of the edition.

19 Cf. the edition by J. Gippert, W. Schulze, Z. Aleksidze and ].-P. Mahé, The
Caucasian Albanian Palimpsests of Mt. Sinai [Monumenta Palaeographica
Medii Aevi, Series ibero-caucasica, 2], (Turnhout, 2008), p. VI-20 — VI-23;
fol. 106 constitutes a bifoliate with fol. 105.

I Taken from vol. III of the edition (The Armenian Layer, ed. by ]. Gippert,
Turnhout 2010; Monumenta Palaeographica Medii Aevi, Series ibero-
caucasica, 2/3), p. I-25, with the part corresponding to Fragm. M indi-
cated by gray shading. Cf. ib., p. I-24 for the restitution of fols. 105r and
106v.
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Img. 5a (Fragm. Mr)
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Img. 21a (N 13, 106r)
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Img. 22 (Sin. N 13, 106r + Fragm. Mr)
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Tab. 1a: Sin. georg. N 13, fol. 106 + Fragm. M (upper text)
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Tab. 1b: Sin. georg. N 13, fol. 106 + Fragm. M (upper text)

verso

N 13,106v

Frgm. Mv
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Tab. 2: Sin. georg. N 13, fol. 105v / 106r + Fragm. M (lower text)
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a5Mgdmadgdo:

306390 — mgd30mbamgdobmgal adsbsbnsmgdgmos G odncn modmEgn-
300 §9dbEob sMbgdmds — Lamommagdal @abomaymagds 36 dabo bsgaombgal
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